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We are a nonprofit organization that works to 
advance safe walking and bicycling to and 
from schools, to improve the health and 
wellbeing of kids of all races, income levels 
and abilities and to foster the creation of 
healthy communities for everyone. 

 

Where do we work?  

Who do we partner with? 

About us  



Overview 
 

 Introduction on Safe Routes to School 
 What you need to know  

 What is Safe Routes to School? 

 Why it works? 

 Assessing our students’ walking environment 

 

 Local work in Riverside/San Bernardino County: 
 Current Policy Work  

 Challenges and Opportunities 

 

 Elevating EJ & SRTS data from our communities for 
policy change 
 Jurupa Valley and Bloomington Case studies 

 Questions to consider? 

 
 

 
 



What You Need to Know 



What You Need to Know 



What You Need to Know 



How does Safe Routes to School 
work? 

Safe Routes to School programs incorporate  

the Six E’s:  

 

Evaluation,  

Education,  

Encouragement,  

Engineering,  

Enforcement 

and  

Equity. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



The Evidence is In: Safe 

Routes to School Works 

 

• Safe Routes to School 

programs lead to a 35-

45% increase in walking 

and bicycling to school 

 

• Safe Routes to School 

programs result in a 45-

75% decrease in 

pedestrian injuries near 

school 

 

• Kids who walk and bike 

are more physically 

active, fitter and have 

lower BMIs than kids who 

don’t 
 



How to incorporate EJ issues in 
SRTS programming  

  Work with environmental justice 
community groups 

 

 Coordination with local health 
departments 

 

 Buy in from local officials/find 
champions 

 

 Urge governmental jurisdictions to 
prioritize meaningful public 
engagement from diverse 
communities  

 

 Social media promotion 

 

 Walk audits and complete streets 
assessments  

 EJ hazards check-list 
 

Demi’s mom at a town hall event in 
Riverside, CA 2015 



Assessing our student’s 
walking environment  

A walk audit is an assessment of a route, documenting 

barriers, behaviors, perceptions, and opportunities for 

improvements to the walking environment. 

 

• Identify walking and biking barriers  

• Bring community members together and gather input 

directly from users 

• Identify improvements to address in plans, projects, and 

programs 

• Identify current and new routes  

• Document the current environment for use in future 

evaluation**** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Walk Audit Example 



Walk Audit Example 



 

• Local and regional transportation commissions 
• EJ appendix 

 

 

• Riverside and San Bernardino Active Transportation 
Networks 

 
• Other partners? 

 

Local work in Riverside and 
 San Bernardino Counties  

 



 

• Sidewalk infrastructure  

 

• Air quality 

 

• Pesticide regulation near schools  

• Letter for Department of Pesticide Regulation application 
regulation near schools with LCJA  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coachella Valley concerns 



Challenges and Opportunities 



 

Questions to consider: 

• What type of questions should be added to a walk audit 
questionnaire to address EJ concerns?  

 

• Is there data that we are missing? 

 

• How can we start addressing EJ concerns in active 
transportation policies/programming? 

 (for example: Active Transportation Plan and Environmental Justice 
Element coordination) 

 

• Case studies and factsheets: 
–  Jurupa Valley and Bloomington  

 

Elevating EJ & SRTS data from our 
communities for policy change 

 



Demi Espinoza, 

Southern California Regional Policy Manager 

demi@saferoutespartnership.org 

503-739-3654 

 

Safe Routes to School National Partnership 

www.saferoutespartnership.org  

www.saferoutescalifornia.org  

 

Contact 

@saferoutesnow 

Facebook.com/saferoutespartnership 
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